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IMMEDIATELY

UM TEAM SURVEYS
FLATHEAD RIVER SYSTEM
MISSOULA-Dr. Floyd Sharrock, chairman of the University of Montana anthropology department,
is directing an archaeological study of the primitive areas and adjoining tributaries
of the Flathead River system in Northwestern Montana.
According to Dr. Carling I. Malouf, a UM anthropology professor, the study is "the
first systematic survey of the entire Flathead River area above Flathead Lake."
"The present study is particularly valuable," Dr. Malouf said, "because the territory
was regarded as a valuable hunting range by the Flathead, Pend d' Orielle and Kutenai
Indians from prehistoric times until the early 1900’s."
Dr. Malouf said the Flathead River area has been isolated enough from private
collectors, including arrowhead seekers, "so that it is relatively untouched."
He said amateur collectors have taken "a very heavy toll" of artifacts and other
archaeological remains in more accessible areas, thereby depriving trained workers of
data sources.
Accompanying Dr. Sharrock on the field trip are his wife, Susan; Dale Fredlund, a
UM anthropology instructor,.and Mrs. Fredlund.

The party expects to remain in the field

until Sept. 10.
The research is being conducted under a grant from the U.S. Forest Service regional
office in Missoula as part of the USFS continuing program of studying the prehistory,
history and uses of national forests in the West.
Dr. Malouf said the only earlier archaeological work conducted in the Flathead River
region was a survey of the west side of Glacier National Park by a UM team in 1964.
Dr. Malouf directed that study.

